
  

FAMILY LIVING EXPENSES 

“REASONABLE LIMITS” 

 

OUR FAMILY ITEM *PERCENT OF 

TAKE HOME PAY DOLLAR AMOUNT PERCENTAGE 

HOUSING 25 – 40%   

FOOD 18 – 22%   

TRANSPORTATION 10 – 15%   

MEDICAL/DENTAL 3 – 15%   

CREDIT PAYMENTS/ 
Outstanding debt 
(except auto &  house) 
 

0 – 20%   

CLOTHING 4 – 10%   

PERSONAL 2 – 5%   

EDUCATION & 

RECREATION 

0 – 10%   

CONTRIBUTIONS & 

GIFTS 

0 – 10%   

MISC. & EMERGENCY 2 – 10%   

LIFE INSURANCE 0 – 4%   

SAVINGS 0 – 10%   

OTHER - - -   

OTHER - - -   

TOTAL   100% 

 

*Percentage based on several family expenditures studies. 

 


